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But it is by no means clear that the first performance at
Dorset Gardens was the actual first performance of our
comedy. The opening verses of the prologue, indeed, seem
to imply a previous and unsuccessful performance, probably
by the same company, at their old theatre in Portugal
Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields. This, at least, as it seems to
me, is the most obvious interpretation of the following
lines:
" Our author (like us) finding 'twould scarce do
At t'other end o' th' town, is come to you ;
And, since '/*> his last trial, has that wit
To throw himself on a substantial pit.w
The presumption, therefore, is strongly in favour of 1671 as
the year in which The Gentleman Dancing-Master was first
brought upon the stage. It was published, without a
dedication or the names of the actors, in 1673, The remarks
about "packing to sea" in the epilogue, which, like the
prologue, was written for the production, or rather, as we
may suppose, the revival of the piece at the theatre in
Dorset Gardens, refer, questionless, to the impending- war
with the Dutch, against whom the formal declaration of war
was issued on the I7th of March, 1672,
The incident upon which the plot turns is borrowed from
Calderon's comedy, El Maestro de Danzar^ but a brief
review of the corresponding scenes in that drama will prove
how trifling was Wycherley's obligation to the great Spanish
poet. Leonor, the heroine of the piece, is enjoying a stolen
interview with her lover, Don Enrique, in an apartment of
her father's house in Valencia. Meanwhile, lest their voices
should be overheard, Ines, Leonoras maid, stations herself
without the chamber, singing and accompanying herself with
the guitar. She presently enters, declaring that an instru-
ment so out of tune will attract suspicion, and Don Emriqae
takes up the guitar for the purpose of tuning it At tMs
juncture the father, Don Diego, appears suddenly upon the
scene. In reply to his questioning, Leonor explains that,
dancing being little in fashion at the Court, she had formerly
neglected that accomplishment; but that, finding herself on
that account, looked down upon in Valencia, where dancing
was all the mode, she had engaged a master, who had to just
taken up the guitar which her maid had brought tak, when
her father entered. This explanation faroting sads&etey to